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A saga of a scientist boiling with enthusiasm
BOYLE, ROBERT
Boyle, Robert (1627 to 1691)
Anglo-Irish chemist was born in 1627
in Ireland, the tenth son in a wealthy
family. He learned Latin,French,
English, Hebrew, Greek and Syriac.
In 1641 the  14 year old boy
came to follow the footsteps of
Galileo in Italy.
In the period 1645-55 he wrote many essays. One of his
essays inspired the writing of Gulliver's Travels by Jonathan
Swift.
During 1956-68 he resided at Oxford; got acquainted with
Robert Hooke of Royal Society. In 1060 an informal group of
brilliant scientists formed a society called the "Invisible Col-
lege" which later was named as Royal Society of
Engkmd.Boyle opined that air is necessary for'combustion,
respiration and the transmission of sound.
In 1961-62 Boyle's law was discovered with the follow-
ing experiment. He constructed a glass'tube "J" shaped with
the shorter left end sealed; the longer right end was more than
ten feet in"length. He poured some mercury into the* tube: the
level was equal in both limbs. Mercury was poured slowly.